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putsch the next day. Papen, Hitler and even the President
himself, as well as his son, were to be arrested and martial
law proclaimed in Germany.
On the one side it was declared that this plan actually
existed and that the Reichswehr were determined to back
their popular general to the last man, and to defend him
against Hitler, and even against Hindenburg. The other
side of the story was that the whole thing had been nothing
more than another intrigue of Papen's, who made use of
Herr von Alvensleben's garrulity to hawk the rumour
round with the object of forcing a decision from the President
and Hitler, both of whom were shilly-shallying. Historically
speaking it is now impossible to confirm which story was
correct, for both parties took the trouble to destroy all
documentary evidence referring to these decisive events of
the sgth January. The two statements must therefore
remain at variance.
At all events Papen made haste to acquaint the two
Hindenburgs with the danger of this putsch plan, and for
this he used Alvensleben who was also despatched to
the Kaiserhof Hotel, Hitler's headquarters, to make it
clear to him 'that the National Socialists' last chance lay
in an immediate decision. Otherwise the Reichswehr
would strijke, and strike without mercy, against Hitler and
his S.A.
Papen let Hindenburg and Hitler see that the formation
of a new cabinet must be accomplished within twenty-four
hours ; otherwise it would be too late.
His move was a brilliant success. The President and the
Fiihrer threw caution to the winds. Hugenberg, it is true,
still had an objection* He said that in a dissolution of the
Reichstag unilateral changes could be made by Hitler in
the composition of the Government. With great solemnity
Hitler gave his word of honour that c whatever the result
of the coming elections', all the ministers functioning in this
cabinet will remain in office after 5th March 1933 *. The
5th March 1933 was to be the date of a new election.
On the soth January 1933 Papen and Hitler appeared